Claims 

We claim: 

L An alarm system, comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a warning signal from an external device; 
a transmitter for transmitting at least one of an audible conmiunication, a visual 
conmiunication, or a vibratory communication; and 

a processor functionally connected to the receiver and the transmitter, for causing the 
transmitter to transmit the at least one conmiunication. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor transmits the at least one 
communication if the received waming signal corresponds to a predetermined signal. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the audible conmiunication comprises a 
1 5 customized audible communication. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the transmitter comprises a speaker. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the visual communication comprises light. 

20 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the receiver is not connected to the external 
device via a cable. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the system is portable. 

25 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the receiver is functionally connected to the 
external device via a cable. 

9. The system of claim 1, further comprising a motion detector circuit functionally 
30 connected to the processor, wherein the processor, in response to the motion detector circuit 
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detecting motion, causes the transmitter to perform at least one of transmitting a second 
conmiunication or ceasing transmission of a communication. 

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the second communication is an audible 

5 customized communication transmitted in response to the motion detector circuit detecting 
motion. 

11. The system of claim 1, and further comprising a detector functionally connected 
to the processor, wherein the processor causes the transmitter to transmit the at least one 

10 conmiunication in response to the detector detecting at least one of smoke, heat, carbon 
monoxide, radon gas, or seismic vibrations. 

12. An alarm system, comprising: 

an input device for accepting a conmiand; 
15 a receiver for receiving a waming signal from an extemal device; 

a transmitter for transmitting at least one of an audible conmiunication, a visual 
communication, a vibratory communication, or an olfactory communication; and 

a processor, functionally connected to the input device, the receiver, and the transmitter, 
for responding to the command by storing the received waming signal as a predetennined signal, 
20 for comparing subsequently received signals to the predetermined signal, and for causing the 

transmitter to transmit the at least one communication if the received waming signal corresponds 
to the predetermined signal. 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the processor stores the received waming signal 
25 in a memory. 

14. The system of claim 12, wherein the receiver receives an audible communication 
to be stored by the processor. 
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15. The system of claim 12, wherein the receiver receives an audible customized 
communication to be stored by the processor and to be transmitted by the transmitter if the 
received waming signal corresponds to the predetermined signal. 

5 16. The system of claim 12, wherein the receiver comprises an acoustic transducer for 

receiving an audible communication to be stored by the processor. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the acoustic transducer receives an audible 
customized conmiunication to be stored by the processor and to be transmitted by the transmitter 

10 if the received waming signal corresponds to the predetermined signal. 

18. The system of claim 12, further comprising a motion detector circuit functionally 
connected to the processor, wherein the processor causes the transmitter to transmit a second 
conmiunication in response to the motion detector circuit detecting motion. 

15 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the second conmiunication is an audible 
customized communication transmitted in response to the motion detector circuit detecting 
motion. 

20 20. The system of claim 12, further comprising a motion detector circuit, functionally 

connected to the processor, wherein the processor causes the transmitter to cease transmitting a 
communication in response to the motion detector circuit detecting motion. 

21. The system of claim 12, and further comprising a detector, functionally connected 
25 to the processor, wherein the processor causes the transmitter to transmit the at least one 

communication in response to the detector detecting at least one of smoke, heat, carbon 
monoxide, radon gas, or seismic vibrations. 

22. The system of claim 12, and further comprising a test mechanism, functionally 
30 connected to the processor, wherein the processor causes the transmitter to transmit a 

communication in response to the test mechanism being activated. 
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23. A method of remotely triggering an alarm system, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a warning signal from an external device; 

comparing the received warning signal to a predetermined signal; and 
5 transmitting at least one of an audible communication, a visual communication, a 

vibratory conmiunication, or an olfactory conmiunication if received warning signal corresponds 
to the predetermined signal. 

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of storing a selected received 
10 warning signal as the predetermined signal. 

25. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of storing a customized 
communication to be transmitted if the received warning signal corresponds to the predetermined 
signal. 

15 

26. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of transmitting a second 
communication in response to a motion detector circuit detecting motion. 

27. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of ceasing transmission of a 
20 communication in response to a motion detector circuit detecting motion. 

28. A method of customizing an alarm system operable to receive a warning signal 
from an external device, comprising the steps of: 

inputting a name of an occupant; and 
25 storing the name of an occupant in a memory of the alarm system. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the step of inputting a name of an occupant 
further comprises recording the name of an occupant in a voice familiar to the occupant. 

30 30. The method of claim 29, and further comprising the step of inputting a name of an 

occupant in a second voice familiar to the occupant. 
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31. The method of claim 28, wherein the step of inputting a name of an occupant 
further comprises inputting a plurality of names and wherein the step of storing the name of an 
occupant in the memory of the alarm system further comprises storing a plurality of names of the 
occupants in the memory of the alarm system. 

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the step of inputting a name of an occupant 
further comprises selecting a name from the plurality of stored names. 

33. The method of claim 28, wherein the step of inputting a name of an occupant 
further comprises inputting the name of an occupant in the form of data from a user input device. 
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